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televised experiences of otherwise under-represented people have found their 
way onto specialty channels and/or streaming services. So, while the freak show 
at travelling carnivals across Canada disappeared by the early 1970s, it seems 
that human curiosity about the fantastical, the unexpected, the excessive, and the 
grotesque, has not. 
In 2013 at the Junos—the Canadian music awards show—following a queer 
duet with Nova Scotian songbird, Anne Murray, the dazzling k.d lang exuberantly 
exhorted all fans to “Let Your Freak Flags Fly!” A few years later, lang’s cheeky 
exhortation invites us to ask what is freaky, and why? For whom? To what 
ends? And by contrast, how do we understand violent opposition to freakery 
in the service of renewed white supremacy, xenophobic racism, hatred towards 
LGBTQT2S folks, poor-bashing, and rampant, institutionalized injustices against 
disabled people?
In her “Epilogue,” Nicholas dismisses the need to interrogate what is “deep-
seated about the need to gawk at and wrestle with difference” (p. 203). Rather, 
she reasserts the nexus of capitalism, colonial science, politics, and economics in 
consolidating the stubborn power of travelling freak shows in the past. And while 
I do not disagree, Nicholas’s gesture to “the need to gawk” arouses the prospect of 
mining critical psychoanalysis for clues to help us unpack desire, and in particular, 
the complex, contradictory human responses of fascination and repulsion to 
certain social phenomena. For instance, how does the psychological process 
of dis-identifying with the freak expose investment in repudiating “the other,” 
with often tragic, if not lethal, material consequences? Commercial displays of 
freakiness have always reflected and fueled myriad anxieties about difference. 
That these very anxieties are still being manipulated, commodified, and exploited 
for profit should push us to refine our analytical tools, and by extension, our tactics 
for collective resistance against all forms of inequality.
  Becki L. Ross
University of British Columbia
peters, Evelyn, Matthew stoCk, and Adrian werner – Rooster Town: The History 
of an Urban Métis Community, 1901-1961. Winnipeg: University of Manitoba 
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Given the steady growth of scholarly interest in Métis history over the past 
four decades, it is surprising that urban Métis communities have all but eluded 
sustained investigation. For the most part, scholarship on Indigenous experiences 
of cities has focused on First Nations people registered under the Indian Act and 
on the colonial mechanisms that contained, expelled, and erased them from urban 
spaces. Rooster Town expands and complicates this scholarship by training a 
critical lens on one of the many Métis communities that emerged on the edges 
of settler cities on the prairies and in British Columbia in the first half of the 
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twentieth century. Its eponymous community developed on the southwest fringe 
of Winnipeg from around 1900 until its dissolution by the municipal government 
in the 1950s and early 1960s. According to authors Evelyn Peters, Matthew Stock, 
and Adrian Werner, Rooster Town was an innovative Métis response to settler 
colonialism and dispossession: flouting settler stereotypes about the inability 
or unwillingness of Indigenous people to adapt to urban life, Métis households 
moved to the community from rural parishes in order to access the urban labour 
market and gain economic and housing security. In examining the socioeconomic 
and demographic characteristics of these households, Peters, Stock, and Werner 
make an important and overdue contribution to Métis historiography and, more 
broadly, to Canadian urban historiography and geography.
The book is structured chronologically in five chapters, each of which is 
complemented by maps, tables, family trees, and (in the final three chapters) 
building plans and photographs. Chapter 1 sets out the social and economic 
context in which Rooster Town came into being. It surveys the processes through 
which the Métis were dispossessed of lands reserved for them under the 1870 
Manitoba Act and through which Métis farming, fishing, and small business-
owning families were supplanted by large, well-financed operations in the 1870s 
and 1880s. Chapter 2 examines the formation of Rooster Town from 1901 to 1911, 
when many Métis households left the poverty of rural parishes to find wage work 
in Winnipeg. These households coordinated their movement and resettlement 
through kinship and social connections: the majority (81.3%) of Rooster Town’s 
founding families hailed from St. Norbert parish, and subsequent arrivals tended 
to come and settle in family units. Clustering outside the serviced area of the city, 
though for the most part squatting on city-owned land, these families established 
a place of cultural safety and mutual support. Chapter 3 highlights the variety 
of housing and tenure strategies employed by Rooster Town families between 
1916 and 1926. These included squatting, self-building, renting, and purchasing 
land (a risky investment when low incomes and unstable employment could spell 
foreclosure on unpaid taxes). Chapter 4 details the persistence of these strategies 
during and beyond the Depression years when Rooster Town experienced rapid 
population growth (mainly through internal increase) and new households were 
formed. The final chapter examines the decade between 1951 and 1961 when 
Winnipeg newspapers and city authorities set their crosshairs on Rooster Town, 
deploying racist tropes to frame the community as a den of squalor and disorder 
and ultimately rationalizing its destruction and dispersal.
Undergirding this narrative is an impressive, if somewhat partial, selection 
and analysis of primary source material. Peters, Stock, and Werner make brilliant 
use of civil administrative records—including manuscript censuses, voter lists, 
assessment rolls, and building permits—to delineate patterns of movement, 
employment, housing, and land tenure among Rooster Town households. The 
authors are less successful, however, in obtaining and analyzing data on connections 
between these households, particularly extended kin connections. This problem 
arises from a restrictive, genealogically based understanding of kinship—an 
understanding that has lately been challenged and revised by Métis scholars 
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Brenda Macdougall, Chris Andersen, and Adam Gaudry. The authors might have 
better elucidated networks of social support if they had drawn directly on the 
kinship knowledge of former Rooster Town residents and/or their descendants 
as well as on Catholic sacramental registers, which document kinship in the 
form of godparenthood-godchild relationships forged at baptism and sponsor-
sponsored relationships forged at confirmation. (Religion is conspicuously 
absent from this book, even though most Rooster Town residents were at least 
nominally parishioners of St. Ignatius Catholic Church at Stafford Street and 
Corydon Avenue). More broadly, the book devotes uneven attention to the culture 
and shared experiences that bound residents together as a Métis community. This 
attention is concentrated in the final, and arguably most engaging, chapter in 
which the authors draw on descendants’ oral recollections, family photographs, 
and written records to underscore the dynamism of community life in the 1950s 
and 1960s and to debunk sensational and disparaging newspaper coverage. 
Promisingly, Peters, Stock, and Werner present Rooster Town as a first step 
toward understanding the emergence, evolution, and decline of urban Métis 
fringe communities and the complex relationship of these communities to settler 
colonialism. The authors have deposited much of their research material in the 
Rooster Town Online Archive, which is accessible through the University of 
Manitoba Archives and Special Collections website. Their archive is a work in 
progress: a “donate” section invites contributions of historical documents on 
Rooster Town, thereby signalling that important collecting, research, and analysis 
remains to be done. Future scholarship can build on the sturdy demographic 
and socioeconomic groundwork laid in Rooster Town and can apply the book’s 
methodological insights to the study other urban Métis communities. Yet future 
scholarship should also engage systematically with the oral histories of residents 
and/or their descendants and devote sustained attention to the beliefs, norms, and 
values that bound them together as communities.
Timothy Foran
Canadian Museum of History
poole, Steve and Nicholas rodgers - Bristol from Below: Law, Authority and 
Protest in a Georgian City. Woodbridge, UK: Boydell Press, 2017. Pp. 403.
Eighteenth-century Bristol was one of England’s greatest cities. Made wealthy 
by maritime trade and slavery, as well as its medieval inheritance, it was the most 
important Atlantic port in the United Kingdom. But alongside Bristol’s great 
wealth and flourishing urban environment were the struggles of popular politics, 
protest, and the inevitable efforts of the city’s elites to police and to impose order. 
These provide the themes of Steve Poole and Nicholas Rodgers’s impressive and 
ground breaking study Bristol from Below—a remarkable and vivid reconstruction 
of plebeian life in eighteenth-century England and the boundaries imposed by 
